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continue to wear his morning-coat or the regulation frock-coat, with
trousers of some neat striped grey mixture- . . . The Park suit may
consist of a grey or light brown frock-coat, with waistcoat and trousers
to match. The 'pot' hat and brown boots are permissible with an
overcoat, under which there may be a tweed suit."
For some time the tail-coat lost its popularity, but it regained its
erstwhile prestige at a later date, and by 1880 was as much in demand
for general wear as the frock-coat. It was about this time that men
turned to the jacket or tweed suit for morning wear.
During the next forty years the frock-coat and the tail-coat ran a
close race for popularity, but the former was waging a losing contest,
from which it finally retired a few years before the World War. The
tail-coat was by then finding strong competition from the jacket for
general daily wear.
"BOWLER"   AND   "BOATER'*
With the gradual decline of the frock-coat and tail-coat for day wear
in favour of the jacket, the tall silk hat was superseded by the hard felt
" bowler " and later by the soft felt hat, while for summer wear the
" boater" straw 'hat was a favourite for many years. Nowadays
popular fancy is in favour of soft felt and cloth hats for day wear.
For evening dress, the tail-coat has held its position throughout, but
the colour of the waistcoat has alternated between black and white,
while the shirt collar has also shown a tendency to change. The high
collar gave place after a fairly long life to the "butterfly wing."
A new departure in evening dress was the adoption towards the
end of the last century of the dinner-jacket. It is said to have been
devised for the greater comfort of frequenters of the gaming tables,
"who found the tail-coat somewhat tiring. For private and country
wear it has almost entirely taken the place of the velvet smoking-jacket
so popular in Victorian days.
SPORT   AS   FASHION   DICTATOR
The great development in the playing of outdoor games in the
present century has led to a miniature world of fashion in sports attire.
Some sixty years ago, with the advent of the bicycle, an attempt was
made to introduce standard attire suitable for this new means of
locomotion. It consisted of a tweed jacket, rather tight-fitting trousers
with a wide braid strip on the outside of each leg, and Hessian boots,
the head-wear being a bowler hat, in the band of which was inserted
a tiny feather to give it a sporting appearance*
A few years later saw the introduction of the Norfolk jacket, a
pleated tweed garment which became very popular for shooting and
walking. King Edward VII frequently wore one, and it is possibk
that it received its name from his custom of wearing one when snooting
on his Sandringham estate in Norfolk. The present-day tweed jacket
developed from the Norfolk style.